Sources for EPS Alternatives*
What is the law?
According to City of Fayetteville Ordinance
§114.10: No single-use expanded polystyrene (EPS) foam product—including plates,
bowls, clamshells, cups, and similar products—may be provided by any restaurant;
hotel; grocery deli or food bar; cafeteria;
convenience store; coﬀee, tea or donut shop;
caterer; or other prepared, ready-to-eat food
or drink provider.

When does it go into eﬀect?
The ordinance will go into eﬀect on
May 1, 2020. This will allow current users of
EPS foam products to use up their current
inventory and make the switch to alternative
products.

What does the City hope to
achieve?
Removing single-use expanded polystyrene
foam (commonly known by the brand name
Styrofoam™) products from Fayetteville’s
restaurants should substantially reduce
littering, as well as as the overall volume of
trash that is directed to the City’s landﬁll. This
ban should save taxpayer money and help to
beautify Fayetteville while improving our
environment for all residents.

BeGreen Packaging
(805) 456‐6088
begreenpackagingstore.com
BioMass Packaging
(800) 317-2737
biomasspackaging.com
Buy Green
(888) 928-9473
buygreen.com
Eco-Products
(303) 449-1876
ecoproducts.com
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Emerald Brand
(603) 580-2999
emeraldbrand.com
Food Loops
(479) 755-4511
foodloops.net
Food Service Warehouse
(877) 877-5655
foodservicewarehouse.com
Good Start Packaging
(866) 971-9251
goodstartpackaging.com
Restaurant Depot
(301) 499-1770
restaurantdepot.com
Sam’s Club
samsclub.com
The Webstaurant Store
(717) 369-7472
webstaurantstore.com
Vegware
(330) 369-1192
evegwareus.com
World Centric
(707) 241-9190
worldcentric.org

*The City of Fayetteville does not
guarantee or endorse any
individual vendor.

Information for
Vendors

What’s wrong with polystyrene?

Why can’t EPS be recycled?
Although it is possible to recycle expanded polystyrene foam, doing so is extremely diﬃcult and expensive. Because EPS is so porous, it is easily contaminated. Also, recycling is calculated by weight, and EPS
is both lightweight and bulky making it costly to
process, ship, and store. For these reasons, recycling
is not widely commercially available or feasible.

Expanded polystyrene foam (EPS), commonly
known by the brand name Styrofoam,™ is made
from benzene and styrene, which have both been
shown to be carcinogenic.

What type of alternative
materials are available?
There are numerous alternatives to expanded
polystyrene foam food containers now on the
market. We encourage vendors to look into
materials that can be recycled, such as aluminum or paper; or materials that are
compostable in industrial facilities, such as
sugarcane, plant starch, recycled paper, or
other natural ﬁbers.

The manufacturing process for polystyrene has
been recognized by the Environmental Protection
Agency as the ﬁfth largest creator of hazardous
waste. In the United States, production of EPS
releases an estimated 21 million tons of CO2 into
the air every year.
Residual styrene can leach into food products,
especially at higher temperatures and into foods
higher in fat content, or drinks containing alcohol.
Expanded polystyrene foam takes an estimated
500 years to biodegrade. During that time, it
breaks into smaller and smaller pieces, which are
harmful to ﬁsh and other wildlife. A national study
found that 25 – 35% (by volume) of landﬁlls are
composed of EPS products.
The light weight of EPS products means they are
easily blown out of trash receptacles and landﬁlls,
ending up as litter. In one recent creek cleanup
event in Fayetteville, expanded polystyrene foam
comprised an estimated 26% of total litter.
Source: “Real Costs of Styrofoam,™” Manu Chandra, Colin Kohn,
Jennifer Pawlitz, and Grant Powell, Saint Louis University
Strategy and Practice Experiential Learning Project, 2016.

How do vendors know which
products are banned?
All EPS food containers used for food service or
take-out are banned. They are usually labeled with a
“PS” or #6 recycling symbol.

Which products are not banned?
The ban eﬀects only containers for prepared foods. It
does not apply to polystyrene packing materials, or
materials used to package non-prepared foods in
grocery stores, such as egg cartons and meat trays.

Are there penalties for
non-compliance with this law?
Yes. Just as with other City Code violations, noncompliance can result in ﬁnes of up to $250 per day.

What should vendors do next?
Vendors should begin by contacting their current
suppliers to ask if they carry any alternatives to
the expanded polystyrene foam containers you
are currently using. In addition, there are a
number of green product suppliers oﬀering a
host of recyclable or compostable products. See
the back of this brochure for a list.

Questions?

Contact Heather Ellzey
Environmental Educator
479.718.7687
hellzey@fayetteville-ar.gov

