Urban Forestry Advisory Board

2019 Urban
Forestry Report
State of the Urban Forest

The purpose of the Urban Forestry
Advisory Board is to advise City Council
and the Mayor on arboriculture issues.

In this presentation:
•

Importance of the Urban Forest

•

Background and Establishment

•

Board Members & Urban Foresters

•

2018 Accomplishments

•

2018 Impact on our Urban Forest

•

Future Challenges

2

Importance of Urban
Forests
Trees are the answer!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carbon Sequestration
Cooling the heat island impact
Energy Savings
Stormwater
Oxygen
Clean Air by filtering pollutants from the air
Trees are creating the air we breath and somehow
Clean Water by filtering pollutants from the water
we loose sight of just how valuable they are. Hold
Increase property values
your breath and think about it.
Lower stress
Lower anxiety
Attracts tourism
Attracts development
Contributes to the many best of lists that Fayetteville is on
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The Value of Urban Forests
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

If you plant a tree today on the west side of your home, in 5 years your energy
bills should be 3% less. In 15 years the savings will be nearly 12%. Dr. E. Greg
McPherson, Center for Urban Forest Research
A mature tree can often have an appraised value from $1,000 to over
$20,000. Council of Tree and Landscape Appraisers
Having large trees in yards along streets increases a home’s value from 3
percent to 15 percent. Wolf, Kathleen L, PhD, University of Washington (2007)
City Trees and Property Values. Arborist News. 16, 4:34-36.
One acre of forest absorbs six tons of carbon dioxide and puts out four tons of
oxygen. This oxygen output is enough to meet the annual needs of 18
people. U.S. Department of Agriculture
Trees can be a stimulus to economic development, attracting new business
and tourism. Commercial retail areas are more attractive to shoppers,
apartments rent more quickly, tenants stay longer, and space in a wooded
setting is more valuable to sell or rent. The Arbor Day Foundation
The planting of trees means improved water quality, resulting in less runoff
and erosion. This allows more recharging of the ground water supply. Wooded
areas help prevent the transport of sediment and chemicals into
streams. USDA Forest Service
There are about 60– to 200-million tree spaces along our city streets where
trees could be planted. This translates to the potential to absorb 33 million
more tons of CO2 every year, and saving $4 billion in energy costs. National
Wildlife Federation

Nationally, the 60 million street trees
have an average value of $525 per
tree. Management Information
Services
.

N. Heritage Ave, West Fayetteville

UFAB Background

» The Urban Forestry Advisory Board, formerly known as the Tree and
Landscape Advisory Committee, was created in 1993 and redefined in
1998 by Ordinance #4099 which defined the composition, powers and
duties of the committee today. Additional changes were made in 2001.
» Purpose and Duties To advise the Mayor, City Council and the directors of
the departments managing the urban forests on urban forestry and
arboricultural related issues

Community Citizen-at-Large
Will Dockery
4149 West Bradstreet Lane
Fayetteville, AR 72704
479-301-1972
Willdockery3@gmail.com
04/01/18-12/31/19 First Term
Chair
Alan Ostner
Tree Service Community
312 South Block
Fayetteville, AR 72701
479-387-7900
Alan.72701@gmail.com
01/03/17-12/31/20 2nd Term
Vice Chair

Robert Stafford
Community Citizen-at-Large
324 E. Willoughby
Fayetteville, AR. 72701
479-879-2068
Robert.s@bluestarbiz.com
01/01/2019-12/31/20 First Term

Preston Thibodaux
Land Development
884 North Meadowlands Drive
Fayetteville, AR 72704
479-856-2269
Prestonthibodaux@gmail.com
01/01/18-12/31/19 First Term

Audra Rogers
Community Citizen-at-Large
737 West Skelton Street
Fayetteville, AR 72701
479-841-8652
Audraharris1991@gmail.com
01/01/19-12/31/20 2nd Term

Damon Lipinski
University Representative
2655 Wakefield Place
Fayetteville, AR 72703
901-647-7459
Damonlipinski@att.net
10/01/14-12/31/19 2nd Term

Glenda Patterson
Community Citizen-at-Large
1106 St Andrews Circle
Fayetteville, AR 72701
479-521-3274
Glpatterson01@gmail.com
10/01/14-12/31/20 2nd Term
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Urban Foresters
» John Scott - Bachelor of Landscape Architecture from the
University of Arkansas, Masters of Regional and Community
Planning from Kansas State University

»

Certified Arborist

»

President of Arkansas Chapter of American Society of Landscape
Architects

»

Fay Jones School of Architecture and Design Professional
Advisory Board

» Melissa Evans - Bachelor of Landscape Architecture from the
University of Arkansas

»

Licensed Landscape Architect

»

27 Years in private practice

»

Certified Arborist

»

Board member of Arkansas Urban Forestry Council

»

Trustee for Arkansas Chapter of American Society of Landscape
Architects

Both Foresters participated in 2018
American Society of Landscape
Architects Advocacy Day in
Washington DC and met with
Senator Tom Cotton, Senator John
Boozman, and Representative
Steve Womack.
Two of the three bills they
advocated for are now law.
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2018 Accomplishments
•
•
•

Amazing Trees of Fayetteville
2019 Program of the Year from Arkansas Parks and Recreation
Association for the Amazing Trees of Fayetteville
20th Year for Celebration of Trees
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•
•
•
•

3rd Year to participate in Forest Awareness Day
24th year as Tree City USA member
Clarence Craft Clean Up for Arbor Day/Earth Day
Trees planted along Persimmon
Before

After
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2018 Accomplishments
• John Scott was awarded Professional of the year by the
Arkansas Urban Forestry Council.
• UFAB participated in National Night Out with the
Fayetteville Police Department
• John Scott spoke at a conference at Mt. Sequoyah
• Staff got a tour of Rock City with Frank Sharp to discuss
trees and the impact of foot traffic in that area
• Second year to do City Wide training on site with hands on
experiences
• Urban Foresters started keeping hours at Development
Services Mondays and Wednesdays to help with customer
service and interdepartmental communications
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2018 Urban Forests Impacts
According to the Urban Forestry data:
• 2016 - 62 acres of tree canopy was removed
• 2017 - 76 acres of tree canopy was removed
• 2018 – 33 acres of tree canopy was removed
the average yearly loss of canopy is 57 acres.
Staff estimates that our city wide tree canopy coverage is
around 35% which is down 1% from the 2012 Tree Canopy
Assessment.

• 2,995 trees were planted as a part of the mitigation of the
tree removal.
• The chart illustrates a gap of tree canopy growth after
twenty years of growth and the removed trees.
• The gap between removed trees and mitigation tree
replacement is 12.78 acres

Gap

We lose tree canopy every year that is not replaced by
mitigation trees.
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We have a new source for data and will be using this
data to analyze our own information. National
Agriculture Imagery Program (NAIP).
• August 2019 new NAIP Map.
• New measurements from staff
This new tool allowed us to also identify areas in the
city that need more trees.

Leaf on imagery

Leaf off imagery

A 10 year old neighborhood on the west side of town that was an agricultural field has 4% tree canopy which is not very
good.
We discovered that yes citizens were planting trees but not at a rate that will alleviate the loss of tree canopy.
Tree planting is not happening naturally in new neighborhoods at a rate that we hoped.
More trees, more trees
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» More Trees in the Ground in 2019
So Far in 2019:
• 275 trees were planted along the Owl Creek
watershed in March
• 250 trees were given away by the Girl Scouts.
• Bradford Pear Bounty went viral, we gave away 100
trees and 150 small saplings.

“We focus on trees because
they could save our lives. If we
don’t end theirs first.”
Bradford McKee
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12 years,
Where will you be in 12 years? What will
you be doing in 12 years? Where will
your kids, your grandchildren be in 12
years?
The UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) 12 year warning.

The world’s leading climate scientists have
warned us that we have address climate change
and it is urgent right now! The alarms have been
sounded and doing nothing is not an option and
irresponsible.
Trees are part of the answer!

2019 Trees are the Future

UF is working on the following to combat climate change and
the impact of development in our city:
• Setting goals and actions based on data collected
• Policy based on data- collect more data to finds ways to
improve our codes and policies
•

• Continued public education and public outreach
•
•
•

Improved tree planting details to give urban trees a better
survival rate and longer life expectancy
Invasive programs, another tree give away
Creating PSA about trees

• Obtaining resources – more funding, more trees, more
grants

Making sure street trees are included in all new infrastructure

• Reaching out for partnerships with:
•
•
•
•

Illinois River Watershed Partners
Beaver Watershed Alliance
Girl Scouts to give trees away in new neighborhoods
Public Schools to educate about the value of trees and get
more trees planted on our campuses

• Locate City owned property to plant more trees.
•

Make sure our City projects plant trees and plan for trees

• Create a policy and action plan for the Emerald Ash Borer
epidemic
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